
Bulk Distribution of and Compiled Information from Judicial Records

Included in Court Administration's April 25, 2019 letter to the House Legislative Oversight Committee (LOC).  
This information was provided in response to the following question in LOC’s March 21, 2019, letter to Court 
Administration: 
4.  Please list the governmental agencies, of which court administration is aware, that utilize data in court 
administration’s database on a regular basis and for each, the data the agency utilizes.

In addition to providing the information in this document, Court Administration provided the following response: 

In addition to maintaining and processing both criminal and civil state trial court cases, CMS is also pivotal in 
Court Administration's (SCCA) compilation of judicial statistical information on all courts statewide. For 
General Sessions, the Clerk of Court must select the data to transmit to SCCA via CMS. The Clerks must 
transmit at least once a month, although daily transmissions are encouraged. The data is then maintained in the 
web based County Stats Portal (Portal). The data fields routinely transmitted are: Case Number , Warrant/Ticket 
Number , File Data, Restore Date, Transfer Date, Arrest Date, Offense Code (CDR), Initial Judge Code/
Summary Court Judge Code, Defendant Name, Defendant Address , City, State, Zip Code, Defendant Sex, 
Defendant Race, Defendant Social Security Number, Defendant Date of Birth, Defendant Driver's License State, 
Defendant Driver's License Number, Defendant's Attorney, Solicitor, Disposition Date, Disposition Code, 
Conviction Code (CDR), Sentence, and Judge Code.

The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED), the South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV), and the South Carolina State Election Commission (SEC) have data sharing agreements with the South 
Carolina Judicial Branch . SLED uses the data for NICS (gun checks) and general background checks. DMV 
uses the data to update traffic and driving records and to notate Crimes of Violence on a defendant 's driver 
license. The SEC uses the data to obtain a list of all persons convicted of felonies or crimes against election laws.

The Solicitors, Attorney General's Office, and County Clerks of Court have access to the Portal to review 
specific case records and to run standard reports. The Portal helps Solicitors and the Attorney General's Office 
reconcile their data with the County Clerk of Court’s data.

The summary courts on the CMS can transmit data to SLED and DMV using the CMS. However, the summary 
courts do not currently enter their data in the Portal. Summary courts transmit data to SCCA on an annual basis 
and is compiled in an annual report.

Statistical information on Circuit Court (General Sessions and Common Pleas), Family Court, and to a limited 
degree, Probate Court and Summary Court can be found on the Judicial Branch's website at www.SCcourts.org . 
CDR code searches can be run on specific criminal offenses on that website. In addition, CMS has the ability to 
run special reports for entities, subject to compliance with Rule 610, SCACR, Bulk Distribution of and 
Compiled Information from Judicial Records, copy attached. SCCA responds to data requests from state and 
local entities, to include, but not limited to, the Legislature, various governmental agencies, special-interest 
groups, and the press.
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